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SGH Learning Cluster Program
[Program Overview]

The Learning Cluster Program (LC)
is part of Kansai Soka High School’s Super
Global High School (SGH) program, where
students study global issues in English. The
foundation of this program is based on our
school founder Dr. Daisaku lkeda's Annual
Peace Proposal, which called upon the need
for educators to foster global citizens,

through lessons that explore the four areas of

development, environment, human rights and
peace. Over the course of one year, students Picture: Students practicing their presentation skills
develop their language and research skills, and deepen their understanding of global issues in these
four areas. Students also learn and research about the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
proposed by the United Nations, and initiate projects with support from a team of international
teachers.

The purpose of this program is to provide students with the opportunity to deepen their
understanding of current pressing global issues, and to nourish a sense of responsibility and hope
through student-led research and autonomous learning. Through this program, we hope that students

will discover passion in their learning which will continue into their future university studies,

professional career and lifework.

In this way, this program hopes
to foster the next generation of
global leaders who will live
contributive lives for the

betterment of humanity.

Picture: Students at an exhibition on
the SDGs at JICA during the Tokyo
fieldwork
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As part of the Learning Cluster Program, in the second half of the academic year, students
are divided into groups of four or five students and conduct a final research project on one global
issue, with support from a team of international teachers. The research project typically includes a
detailed literature review, background research and an analysis of the issue, followed by an action
plan or a proposal for concrete solutions. The final product is created by the students, based on class
discussions, student feedback during presentations, and comments from experts during local and

overseas fieldwork throughout the year.

[History of Learning Cluster]

1% Class (2014-2015, SGHA)
® 15 students selected from grades 10-12
» Group Research Topics (4 Fields)
B Development: Renewable Energy
B Environment: Water
B Peace: Collective Self-Defense Act
B Human Rights: Refugees in Japan
» Tokyo Fieldwork

2" Class (2015-2016, SGH 1% Year) Picture: Students during LC class
® 16 students selected from grades 11-12
» Group Research Topics (4 Fields)
B Development: Bullying in An Education
B Environment: Peace Proposal for Environmental Education for the Future
B Peace: Actions for High School Students Towards the Abolition of Nuclear Weapons
B Human Rights: Suggesting Concrete Actions to Provide Basic Human Rights to Syrian
Refugees
» Tokyo Fieldwork, Overseas Fieldwork
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3rd Class (2016-2017, SGH 2"¢ Year)
® 24 students and 2 student advisers selected from grades 11-12
» Group Research Topics (SDGs)
No Poverty (SDG 1): Child Poverty in Japan
Zero Hunger (SDG 2): Equalizing Food Distribution to Achieve Zero Hunger
Quality Education (SDG 4): Education for Nuclear Abolition
Gender Equality (SDG 5): Gender Equality through Education
Decent Work (SDG 8): An Educational Program for Japanese High School Students
against Child Labor
B Peace and Justice (SDG 16): Using Dialogue to Counter Terrorism and Create Inclusive
Communities
» Tokyo Fieldwork, Overseas Fieldwork

4'h Class (2017-2018, SGH 3¢ Year)
® 25 students selected from grades 11-12
» Climate Change Research Group:
B Adaptation to Climate Change in Maize Production in the Sahel
B Peace-Building and Climate Change
B Sustainable Tourism to Combat Climate Change
» Nuclear Abolition Research Group:
B Environmental Damage of Dismantling Nuclear Weapons
B Protecting Human Rights from the Fear of Nuclear Weapons
B The Role of Religion for Nuclear Abolition
» Tokyo Fieldwork, Overseas Fieldwork

5th Class (2018-2019, SGH 4" Year)

® 22 students selected from grades 11-12

Women’s Empowerment — The Situation Game
Child Abuse Awareness Project Proposal
LGBTQ+ Research in Kansai Soka High School
Nuclear Abolition: A Humanitarian Perspective
Understanding Refugees in Japan

YVVYYVYYV

6'" Class (2019-2020, SGH 5" Year)
® 22 students selected from grades 11-12

Picture: Students during LC class

Picture: Q&A session with special
guest Former Ambassador
Professor Hisao Yamaguchi
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Learning Cluster 2018-2019: Yearly Course Outline

[Aim]
This course is designed for students to deepen their understanding of global issues by conducting
thorough research on a variety of topics, including the United Nations SDGs, throughout the year.
All classes, discussions, and presentations were conducted in English.

[ Context]
® School Day Saturdays, 1 Year
® 22 students from grades 11 and 12

[Selection Process of LC Students]
All students from grades 11-12 are eligible to apply for Learning Cluster. Students are expected to
have an English fluency level of Eiken 2 or above with a strong interest in global issues research.
Completion of SP during grade 10 is also required. The selection process includes the following
tests:

® Paper Test
» Assesses Basic English ability
» Reading, listening, and essay writing questions (Pre-1 Eiken / TOEFL)

® Group Interview Test
» Assesses English speaking abilities, discussion, creativity, and leadership skills
» Students discuss together in English to solve a prompt question

® Individual Interview Test
» Assesses students’ commitment levels and other extra-curricular responsibilities
» Students are asked questions about their reasons for joining LC, study habits, club activities,
etc.

[LC Teachers]

Kazunori Yamagishi (Japan, MA: TESOL)

Kazuhiro Iguchi (Canada/ Japan, MA: TESOL)

Liang Ye Tan (Singapore, MA: Sociology; Diploma in TESOL & Advanced Cert in IELTS)
Louis Butto (USA, MA: TESOL; PhD in Applied Linguistics)

Ramon Paras (USA/ Philippines, MA: TESOL)

Swati Raj (India, MA: TESOL)

[ Materials]

Annual Peace Proposals
A Forum for Peace
Newspaper Articles
TED Talks

Library Books

Online Resources
Special Guest Lectures

Picture: LC Students interacting with exchange students from Canada
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[2017-2018 Yearly Course Plan]

15t Semester: In the first semester, emphasis was placed on team-building, basic research skills, and
a broad understanding of key global issues that are relevant in today’s world. Students acquired a
broad understanding of current global issues through discussions, presentations and lecturers on
founder Dr. Ikeda’s Peace Proposal, global news, and SDGs. They were then taught research skills,
such as finding credible sources of information, how to conduct simple data analysis, data collection,
literature review and proper referencing. They were also taught and given the chance to practice their

presentation skills through research, class activities and public presentations during open campus

days and other SGH-related events.

Picture: Students during LC class
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2" Semester: Students were then divided into five smaller groups, based on their areas of interest,
and international teachers were assigned to each group to guide the students in their projects. Using
the skills that were taught in the first semester, students embarked on their group research, wrote
simple literature reviews, defined their research questions, and designed their own research
methodologies. Armed with a general understanding of the five chosen topics and proposals for
action plans, students participated in a fieldwork to Tokyo to present and discuss their research topics
with experts. After gaining professional feedback from professors and experts during the Tokyo
fieldwork, students then used the information to come up with creative solutions and action plans for

their High School Peace Proposal projects.

Picture: Students during LC class

Bottom picture: Students sharing a light moment
with Olivier Urbain during the Tokyo Fieldwork.

Left picture: Students responding to a question
with Ms. Imai at UN University during the
Tokyo Fieldwork.
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3rd Semester: Several students were selected to participate in our fourth overseas fieldwork to
California where they presented their completed High School Peace Proposal to local high school
students, university professors, and experts. After coming back from the fieldwork, students shared

what they have learnt and carried out the action plans of their completed High School Peace Proposal

at events such as the SGH final presentation session, open campus day and more.

Right picture: Students
presenting their High School
Peace Proposal to former UN
Under-Secretary General
Ambassador Chowdhury
during overseas fieldwork

Left picture: Students
presenting their High
School Peace Proposal at
Kansai Soka High School’s
SGH Conference
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High School Peace Proposal 2019

Learning Cluster
Kansai Soka High School
March 16, 2019

Kansai Soka High School’s Super Global High School (SGH) Learning Cluster
Program is an extracurricular class that teaches students to conduct research and run projects
on global issues in English. The fifth class of Learning Cluster comprised 22 students, and
took place over the course of one year from March 2018 to March 2019. To commemorate
the 70™ anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, students first learned and
researched about the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in English, and
then were given a broad overview of pressing global issues related to human rights.
Thereafter, students were given the freedom to choose five topics related to human rights for
further research and action plans.

The foundation of this program stems from Founder Dr. Daisaku Ikeda's Annual
Peace Proposal, which calls for a global education based on four key areas of development,
environment, human rights and peace. This program aims to provide students with the
opportunity to deepen their understanding about current global issues and to nourish a sense
of responsibility and hope through research and autonomous learning. Through this program,
we hope that students will discover passion in their learning which will carry on throughout
their future university and professional careers or lifework, thus fostering the next generation
of global leaders who will live contributive lives for the betterment of humanity.

As a final component of Kansai Soka High School’s Super Global High School
(SGH) Learning Cluster Program, five research groups of 4-5 students each created a High
School Peace Proposal, which is a compilation of students’ background research,
presentations, proposals for concrete action plans, and a summary of the final products of
their work.

It is with great pleasure that we present to you the High School Peace Proposal 2019.
Table of Contents
I.  Women’s Empowerment — The Situation Game
II. Child Abuse Awareness Project Proposal
III. LGBTQ+ Research in Kansai Soka High School
IV. Nuclear Abolition: A Humanitarian Perspective

V. Understanding Refugees in Japan
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WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT

Learning Cluster 2018
High School Peace Proposal

Women’s Empowerment — The Situation Game

Women’s Empowerment Group

44th Class: Haruka Fuji, Takuto Yoshii
45th Class: Kazuyo Nishida, Ryoma Masutani

Literature Review

Japan is not known as a progressive country for women’s empowerment. According
to the Gender Gap Ranking by World Economic Forum, Japan is ranked 110th out of 149
countries in 2018. As for politics, female representatives make up only 10% of the politicians
in the House of Representatives. In workplaces, although the rate of irregular employment is
increasing for both genders, women make up the vast majority of temporary workers. This

means they have less job security, and poor prospects for being in top levels of management.

Research Questions

Based on literature review, we set three research questions for our project:

1. What are Kansai Soka High School students’ attitudes towards women’s
empowerment in school and in society? Have the attitudes changed in the last 2

years?

11
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WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT

2. How can we increase empathy between men and women about gender inequality in

Japan?
3. What prevents women from being empowered in Japan?
Methodology

In order to find the answers to the research questions, we utilized two

methodologies: survey and interviews.

First, we chose 6 classes from 11th and 12th grade and conducted a survey to about
300 students in Kansai Soka High School. The purposes of this survey were: 1) to find out if
there are any changes in attitude of students by comparing with a similar survey from 2 years

ago; and 2) to raise students’ awareness on gender equality.

Secondly, we interviewed a female teacher and a male teacher in Kansai Soka High
School. The purpose of this interview was to learn about the teachers’ perspectives about

gender issues in Kansai Soka.

Finally, we also interviewed three Osaka city assembly members (one man and two
women). The purpose of this interview was to learn about the situation of women’s

empowerment in the society.




WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT

Result and Analysis of Survey

We conducted a survey to students about their attitude or knowledge on women’s

empowerment. In total, 269 students answered our survey.

First of all, we asked students what they think about women’s empowerment and
gender equality in the school 62.1% of students agreed that men and women are equal in
Kansai Soka High School. This mirrors the polls on gender equality by The Ministry of
Education Culture, Sports, Science and Technology Japan, where 60.9% of the Japanese
people think that gender equality is respected in educational environments. However, as for
their daily life, 59.5% of the students felt that there are fewer opportunities for women to play

active roles compared to men.

With regard to gender roles, the vast majority of students showed that they believe in
gender equality. 77.9% of students answered that people should be entitled to choose their
roles in society regardless of their genders. This indicated that the students thought gender

roles should not be prioritized over people’s personality.

Finally, we found one more interesting fact; although 74.2% of the students are
interested in women’s empowerment, they are not sufficiently aware of the current situation
of women’s empowerment in Japan. For our question on the proportion of women politicians

in Japan, 54.9% of the students answered correctly. For the other question about Japan’s

o
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WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT

“gender gap index” ranking out of 144 countries, only 30.8% of students could choose the

right answer.

Additionally, we found two interesting observations when we compare our results to
the survey done 2 years ago. First, we asked students “Are you interested in women’s
empowerment (gender equality)?”” 52% of students answered “interested” two years ago. This
year, however, 74.2% of students answered “interested”. In other words, interest among
students on women’s empowerment has increased in the last two years. Second, we asked
them “Do you think men and women are unequal in Kansai Soka High School?” 61.5% of
11th graders and 58% of 12th graders answered “No” two years ago. This is the almost the
same as this year. In other words, the students’ perspective on gender equality remains

unchanged i the last two years.
Result and Analysis of Interview

We had two kinds of interviews with politicians and with teachers. We talked with
three Osaka city assembly members (1 woman and 2 men), and two teachers (I woman and 1

man). The results are summarized below in three main themes.
Small Gender Gap

The first theme is “small gender gap.” First, we asked them “Do you feel there are

some gender gap issues around you?” The Osaka City Assembly members told us that they

o
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WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT

do not feel gender gap psychologically. A politician mentioned that in the current society, it is
getting more difficult for someone to make sexually discriminatory comments. The teachers
also stated that they think boys and girls have equal opportunities to be leaders such as in the
school council, and this reflects the students’ perception that there is a small gender gap in the

school.
Custom

The second theme is Custom. A politician mentioned that sometimes he feels some
senior politician's words are sexually biased. Thus, the old way of thinking with respect to
gender relations and sexual harassment issues still remains a problem. The teachers also
mentioned that some traditional school events which are gender specific should change. For
example, since Kansai Soka School started as a girls’ school, there is a custom where only
girls learned about the school’s history and an all-girls meeting that is held once a year and

interested boys are not allowed to attend.
Working Women who Have Children

The third theme is working women who have children. In our conversation, a
politician told us that although the gender gap is smaller compared to the past, the support
system for working women who have small children is not sufficient and needs to be

improved. Another said that rules should be changed so that women politician can bring their

o
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WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT

children to their workplace. Also, in our school, the female teacher said that the number of
female teachers has been decreasing, and a lack of understanding makes it difficult for
women to work while raising children. Thus, the interviewees focus a lot of the discussion on
struggles of women, especially working women who have children. However, we realized
that nobody talked about the father's responsiility, which means they might unconsciously

think that raising children is solely the women's responsibility.
Discussion

From the results and analysis, we concluded that students need to know more about
the current situations about gender gap in Japan. Also, there is a need for dialogue to build

empathy toward members of the opposite sex.
The WE Game

As an action plan to contribute to solving these issues, we made The WE Game
which is like a situation game. In this game, players take on roles that simulate real situations
of different genders and ages, and share their feelings or experiences. Through just enjoying
this game, people can learn about women’s empowerment. In addition, as this game is a

cooperative game, so if someone loses, all players lose.

The game has four significant merits. The first is that it raises people’s awareness on

gender inequality in the society. The second is that it increases empathy among different

o
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WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT

genders. The third is that it helps people understand the causes of gender inequality at a more

personal level. The fourth is that it creates an environment for people to talk about women’s

empowerment issues more casually and positively in a fun environment while playing the

game.

Future Plan

Because the situations of women’s empowerment change over time, we are planning

to revise the Game continuously by adding situations from actual society. We plan to upload

the game on Kansai Soka High School’s SGH website as a PDF, so that more people can play

the game.

Conclusion

The current society still has a lot of gender inequality, so it is difficult for women to

fulfil their full potential, especially in Japan. To deal with such a situation, each of us need to

know about the current situation about the gender gap and need to have a dialogue to build

empathy toward members of the opposite sex, which the WE game and SNS can facilitate.

By continuing to address gender inequality, we believe that we will be able to realize a

gender-equal world for everyone.

17
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Appendix

These are the questions of our survey. Students’ responses are in parenthesis.

Q1. Do you think men and women are equal in Kansai Soka?
1. Strongly agree (30.3%) 2. Somewhat agree (31.8%) 3. Disagree (25.5%)
4. Strongly disagree (12.4%)

Q2. Do you feel opportunities that women play active roles are a little in daily life?
1. Strongly agree (12.0%) 2. Somewhat agree (28.5%) 3. Disagree (27.3%)
4. Strongly disagree (32.2%)

Q3. Are you interested in women empowerment?
1. Strongly agree (37.1%) 2. Somewhat agree (37.1%) 3. Disagree (12.7%)
4. Strongly disagree (13.1%)

Q4. Do you think gender roles should be decided in society and family?
1. Strongly agree (10.1%) 2. Somewhat agree (12.0%) 3. Disagree (29.2%)
4. Strongly disagree (48.7%)

Q5. Which is the proportion of women politicians in Japan? The correct answer is 4.

1. 43.6% (3%) 2.33.7% (10.9%) 3.21.3% (31.2%) 4. 13.7% (54.9%)
Q6. Which is Japan’s ranking at “gender gap index” out of 144 countries? The correct answer

is 4.
1. 36th (11.3%) 2. 44th (19.2%) 3. 72nd (38.7%) 4. 114th (30.8%)
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CHILD ABUSE

Learning Cluster 2018
High School Peace Proposal

Child Abuse Awareness Project Proposal
Child Abuse Prevention Group

44th Class Arisa Tatsumi, Tomoaki Esaki, Akiko Mihara
45th Class: Hiroto Tamura, Miwa Sakoda

Recently, there have been a number of high profile cases of child abuse in the media in
Japan. Because we couldn’t verify the accuracy of these reports, we decided to investigate the
realities of child abuse in Japan. We carried out an interview with Osaka government social
workers, a school nurse, and conducted our own web-based investigation. From this
investigation, we realized that child abuse has been increasing in recent years in Japan. We
learned that the causes of child abuse are varied and complex. Consequently, there is no one
single way to alleviate the problem, nor could we as high school students resolve the problem
ourselves. However, we did come up with three ways to help raise awareness of child abuse in
order to improve the situation in Japan: creating a poster, designing a website, and publishing a
booklet.

Firstly, we would like to propose creating a poster that encourages people to take some
kind of positive action to reduce child abuse. We felt that the more people reported cases of
child abuse, the more government could save suffering children. Our poster would promote the

government supported special child abuse hotline number 189. By spreading this telephone

o




——

CHILD ABUSE

information, we would like to provide parents and children a place where they can consult
specialists.

Secondly, we would like to design a webpage. On this website, we would like to provide
informationonchild abuse, parenting support, as well as other resources. Moreover, we created
the phrase “Please don’t hate me, I’ll make more effort” [Kiraini naranaide Ganbarukara (in
Japanese)]. We would like to use this phrase as the title of our webpage in order to attract a lot
of people’s attention.

Finally, in order to raise the awareness of people who are not well-informed about child
abuse, we would like to publish a booklet for Japanese. In the booklet, basic information and
examples of child abuse in Japan would be included. Furthermore, the hotline number “189”
would be published so that people could consult with counselors on child abuse.

Child abuse is becoming a more serious issue in Japan. To combat this situation, we would
like to take these actions of creating a poster, designing a website, and publishing a booklet. All
three forms of communication can supplement each other. For example, the booklet and poster
could be available on the website. The booklet and poster could also include information about
the website. Also, we would like to maintain the webpage by updating it with new information
regarding child abuse as needed. We hope by taking these three actions, we could in some way

as high school students, reduce the problem of child abuse in Japan.
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CHILD ABUSE

Transcript of Child Abuse Awareness Presentation

Slide 1.

Slide 2.

Slide 3.

Slide 4.

Slide 5.

Slide 6.

Slide 7.

Hello, I'm Arisa Tatsumi, Tomoaki Esaki, Akiko Mihara, Hiroto Tamura,
and Miwa Sakoda. Today, we would like to present our research on the

topic of “Child abuse”

This is the outline of our presentation. First, we would like to talk about the
significance of this research and literature review. Then, we will introduce
our research questions, methodology, and answers and analysis. Finally, we

would like to explain about our proposal with details.

These are reasons why we started to do research on child abuse. First, we
realized that compared with other countries, currently child abuse is
becoming a more serious issue in Japan. As a result, we realized that many

children are suffering from child abuse and their rights are being violated.
Next, we would like to introduce our Literature Review.

According to the Japanese Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare, the
Definition of child abuse is the “Mistreatment of a child by a parent or

protector, including neglect, beating, and sexual molestation.”

Also, child abuse can be divided into 4 types. physical abuse, emotional

abuse, sexual abuse and child neglect.

In Japan, there were 57,326 cases of child abuse in 2018. As you can see,
emotional abuse was the most serious. Osaka is the third biggest city

following Yokohama and Tokyo. Our Kansai soka high school is located in

o
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Slide 8.

Slide 9.

Slide 10.

Slide 11.

Slide 12.

Osaka, which has the largest number of cases in Japan. There were also

about 50 cases where children died because of child abuse in 2018.

This graph shows the kinds of child abuse and the number of child abuse
cases in Japan over 21 years. As this graph illustrates, the cases are
increasing. In other words, child abuse is becoming a serious issue. Also,

we can see that emotional abuse is especially increasing recently.

Next, we would like to present our research questions.

We have three research questions. Research question 1 asks, “What criteria
should we use to judge child abuse?” Research question 2 asks what the
largest contributing factor to child abuse is. Lastly, research question 3 asks

what the Japanese government is doing to tackle child abuse now.

As a first step, we interviewed the school nurse at Kansai Soka high school.
The purpose of this interview was to gain a preliminary understanding ofthe
current situation in Japan. We wanted to also gain more knowledge about
child abuse, and confirm whether the information derived from the Internet

was accurate.

Second, we had a discussion with a group of social welfare workers in
Osaka. The purpose of this discussion was to gain information about Osaka
and learn what the government is doing. We also wanted again to confirm

whether the nformation on the Internet was correct.
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Slide 13.

Slide 14.

Slide 15.

Slide 16.

Slide 17.

Next, we would like to talk about answers we received from the interview

and discussion, and our analysis of that information.

First, the discussion we had with the social welfare workers provided us an
answer related to research question 1. That answer was that “there’s indeed
a criteria, but unfortunately it is vague. As a result, it’s difficult to
distinguish the difference between child abuse and parental discipline in

Japan”

Through our discussion, and during our fieldwork, we came up with one
criterion: whether parents prevent their children from growing or not. For
example, if parents do not give food to their children, they threaten their

children’s growth.

Addressing research question 2, the nurse at our school provided us with
examples of possible causes for child abuse. She said that the changing
family structure from an extended family to a nuclear family was important
consideration. She also expressed that the sense of responsibility of parents
in Japan is weakening. Lastly, she mentioned that many children are abused

by foster or step parents.

In addition, we learned in our discussion with the Osaka social welfare
workers that the causes of child abuse are complicated. The causes are
related to not only parents and children but also society. Therefore, society

as a whole needs to take responsibility and take action to reduce child abuse.
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Slide 18.

Slide 19.

Slide 20.

In our analysis for research question 2, we came to realize that since there
was no one simple cause for child abuse, we couldn’t solve this problem so
easily because there are many factors contributing to child abuse. Therefore,

we realized that child abuse must be tackled from various perspectives.

The Japanese government has been building children’s nursing homes.
When these children become 18, they must leave them. However, there is
still support for those 18 and older. For example, the children’s nursing
homes can extend the period of residence for up to two more years. During
this time, children are required to take lessons to learn about employment,
social norms, and cultural manners up until the age of 20. Also, In order to
prevent child abuse, people can dial the special child abuse hotline number

“189.” We can use this phone number to reduce child abuse.

“Why does Osaka have the worst ranking for child abuse in Japan?” A
social welfare worker responded that from a positive perspective, “This is
because people in Osaka have more awareness about child abuse. Osaka
began producing public service announcements, as well as other information
platforms to educate the public before other prefectures in Japan. Initially,
people had a bad impression when learning of the high volume of calls to
the hotline in Osaka. Through the educational awareness campaign by
promoted by Osaka prefecture, people were able to overcome their negative
impression concerning the large number of calls. In other words, they

realized that the more calls increased, the more children could be helped.
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Slide 21.

Slide 22.

Slide 23.

Slide 24.

Slide 25.

Slide 26.

Thus, it is better to encourage the increase in calls rather than ignore the

problem.

In our analysis for research question 3, we realized, in fact, that the Japanese

government is taking some action towards the children’s safety.

We thought that we, as high school students, can raise awareness of child
abuse. This educational approach could help both parents and children to
prevent child abuse. We want to explain about the current situation, and

making the information available to others.

In particular, our proposal is to publish booklets on child abuse, create
posters and a design a web page to present this information on our school

website.

The contents of the posters, booklets and website would contain information
about the child abuse hotline 189, the current situation, examples of child
abuse-in particular, the cases of Yua Funato and Mia Kurihara. In addition,

other ways to reduce child abuse would be included.

As we considered what high school students could do to decrease child
abuse in Japan, we thought it would be good to promote the 189 hotline
number. Then, if students knew of someone who has trouble, they could

encourage them to call that number to consult about the situation.

We thought that the booklets should also inform the students and their

parents about the current situation accurately. Compared to other prefectures,
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Slide 27.

Slide 28.

Slide 29.

the number of consultations in Osaka is the largest. The reasons should be

explained well

A terrible incident that was reported by the mass media recently concerned
the case of Yua Funato, a young child, who passed away due to child abuse.
This is her last message to her Mother. "Mama, I will make more effort and
do much better ,without being told by Papa and Mama, so please forgive me,
please, I beg you, forgive me, I will correct what I have done every day [ am
sorry that I acted as a fool I will stop doing a foolish things like playing. I

will never ever do that."

In the most recent case publicized by the media, on January 24, Mia
Kurihara who was 10 years old died because of child abuse. Before she died,
she had asked for help in a questionnaire at school. However her father
forced her to write a letter saying that, “I had lied and I had not been abused.”
Also, for three semesters, she had not gone to school and her father told the
school that she was in Okinawa now. She was abused for a long time,
including being splashed with cold water in the winter. These stories must
be explained accurately so that people will never forget them and never let

this happen again.

Also, we would like to present our idea for one criteria to judge child abuse.
By doing so, parents may become aware that their action is actually child

abuse.
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Slide 30. We would like to summarize our presentation. First, we found out that child
abuse is becoming a serious problem in Japan. Through the interviews, we
discovered that the causes are very complicated. We decided the best way
we could contribute to the reduction of the problem was to raise awareness
on the issue. In order to do that, we would like to publish a booklet, create a

poster and design a webpage.

Slide 31. We can share these references upon request.

Slide 32. Thank you for listening.
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Learning Cluster 2018
High School Peace Proposal

LGBTQ+ Research in Kansai Soka High School
LGBTQ+ Research Group

44th Class: Sakura Naka, Ayumi Otsuji
45th Class: Yuichi Sakemi, Shota Kuwabara

Purpose

Our theme of Learning Cluster in this year is “Human Rights”. Then, why we chose
LGBT as a topic among many global issues? This was because, last year, many hate speeches
towards LGBT were picked up in Japanese news. It means the concern of society towards
LGBT is rising recently. Thus, we decided to research this topic. Our purpose to research
about LGBT is to contribute to building the society where everyone can live comfortably
without discrimination. Each person’s life is equal from the perspective of Buddhism. From
the perspective of Buddhism, LGBTQ is one of amazing characteristics as cherry, plum,
peach and the damson possess the eternally endowed three bodies. Therefore, being LGBT is
nothing special and of course their human rights have to not only be protected but also be
respected as same as of straight people.
Background research

First, we would like to explain basic information about Sexual Orientation and

Gender Identity, commonly known as SOGI. One's sexual orientation and gender identity are
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like gradation. It is mainly decided by four points: identity, attraction, expression, and sex.
But the border is vague, so our gender is like more women-ness or more men-ness. We're all
assigned gender at birth, but sometimes that gender assignment doesn't match. However,
some people tend to think sexual orientation must be either men or women. Those who don’t
fit the criteria have suffered from discrimination. During our background research, we could
determine to research LGBT deeply which stands for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and
transgender.

People who belong to LGBT mainly have two kinds of difficulties in Japan. One of
them is legal. They can‘t receive some of the medical care and get married to a same-sex
partner. Another one is social. The environment to accept them is lacking because of lack of
knowledge. As an example of legal difficulties, in 2015, the partnership demonstration which
allows a same-sex partners’ marriage was decided at the conference in Tokyo, but this is just
a treaty, not legal. They cannot even marry with a person who they love. However, some
countries have an LGBT friendly society. For example, in Canada, the enactment of the Civil
Marriage Act in 2005 was a milestone in sexual orientation equality rights, by allowing
same-sex couples to be married. Moreover, the current president participated in Toronto’s
annual Pride parade. Those laws and movement affected to build LGBT friendly society in
Canada.

As high school students, we researched the situation of Japanese high school. LGBT

o
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Students cannot coming-out that “I'm an LGBT” to others. Here are mainly two factors.

First, they are afraid of not being understood by people around them.

Second, LGBT students think that I may be bullied or discriminated by coming out
to others.” This is one of the factors called fear. That’s why LGBT students cannot open their
heart and express themselves as they are. Men tend to be more damaged by being bullied and
discriminated by unconsciousness words related to LGBT.

In school life, there are many difficulties for LGBT students such as clothing, hair,
toilet, Designation, swimming. The school system is clearly separated into boy and girl. In
this system, LGBT students are recognized whether you are a boy or girl by their name, and
by their appearance. As long as these difficulties and system exist, LGBT students will not
live comfortably in school. Schools have to allow them and make it possible to act according
to their own sex.

Research questions

From this background research, we felt the significance of taking actions toward
making LGBT friendly society. As high school students, we thought we should start from the
environment around us. Thus we decided to focus on our school, Kansai Soka. We have 3
research questions.

1. What kind of environment is comfortable for LGBT students?

2. How can we raise Kansai Soka Students’ awareness about LGBT students’ rights?

o
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3. How can we support LGBT students in Kansai Soka high school?
Methodology

As a methodology, we distributed a questionnaire and conducted interviews.
Questionnaire

These three are the purposes of conducting a questionnaire.

. To raise awareness of Kansai Soka High School students
. To know the current situation for LGBT in Kansai Soka High School
. To find lacking points of Kansai Soka High School environment

The reasons why we had these purposes are, first, we felt our schools’ students are
unconscious of the presence of LGBT. Second, we thought we had better know the current
situation in our school. Third, we wanted to find lacking and necessary points to make our
school comfortable for them. We asked 5 questions to students in Kansai Soka high school,
and 129 students answered it. Here are the results.

Please look at this graph. The first question is, “Have you ever heard the word
‘LGBT’?” As you can see, about 88% of students answered yes and 12% answered no. Next
question is, “Do you know each meaning of L, G, B, and T?” and about 80% of students
answered yes and 20% answered no. From the results of the 1st and 2nd questions, we were
able to surprisingly know quite a few students know the word LGBT.

In contrast, in the third question, “Have you ever heard the word ‘SOGI’?”, only
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25% students answered yes. Additionally, in question four, “Do you know all people are
belonging to SOGI?”, only 17% of students answered yes.

From those four results, we can find out that familiarity with the word “LGBT” is
higher than “SOGL” This is because SOGI is a relatively new word, spread in these days.
However, we think the difference between both words is related to the interest of gender
issues’ recognition among the students. At the same time, since SOGI includes everyone, we
felt the necessity of making the way of thinking common.

Interview
These three are the purposes of conducting interview.
. To gain new opinions
. To understand our school systems
. To find the ways to take actions

We interviewed 4 adults in our school. School Counselor, School nurse, Health and
physical education teacher, and Social studies teacher. From School Counselor, we learned
that imagining LGBT students’ feeling is important. Second, school nurse taught us the
existence of LGBT students clearly. And, Health and physical education teacher told us the
approaches that teachers are taking toward making LGBT friendly school. For example,
some teachers attend a seminar about LGBT and report what they learned in teacher’s

meetings. Social studies teacher taught us that we should not change school regulations
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rapidly. In our school, it is banned to date with a person who has opposite sex to keep the
order as Kansai Soka High School students. It is also banned to associate with an
opposite-sex-person deeply. We used to think to change the school regulation will be a better
way for LGBT students because teachers tend to judge a relationship by their biological sex
(appearance.) However, he told us sudden changes in the rule may cause a collapse of the
school order and the changes have to be made gradually and carefully.

From the interview, we were able to find crucial points. First, we could define what a
comfortable environment is for LGBT students. That is “Fach individual has to have a
consciousness for LGBT students” In specific, each student have to imagine what kind of
words and action may hurt LGBT students, and have to avoid the unconsciousness words or
actions. Second, we were able to clarify what we should do at first, which is and contributing
to change the society by spreading the knowledge about LGBT and SOGI.

Proposal

To make Kansai Soka high school LGBT friendly school, we came up 3 action plans.
First one is making a character. This is Yuki. In Japan, the name Yuki is used by all genders,
and Yuki means Courage in Japanese. We will use Yuki to attract students’ attention through
our activities. Second, we will make posters which utilized the information from the result of
our questionnaire by using Yuki For example, since students did not know about SOGI, we

would like to explain what SOGI is. Also, we would like to show what kind of words or
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actions that students have to care about.

We will put the posters on the wall of restroom and classroom so that everyone can

see them at least once a day. Third one is Rainbow Ribbon Project. We will distribute

rainbow colored ribbon to students who support LGBT students. The more the number of

people with rainbow ribbon increase, the more our school will be LGBT friendly school

From these actions, we would like to make each student has consciousness mind and the

environment that LGBT students can express themselves as they are without discrimination.

Summary

Again, being LGBTQ is nothing special and it is amazing characteristics. Through

our research including FW, we felt the significance of respecting humanity of individuals.

However, in this society, because people do not have correct and warm knowledge about

them, their human rights tend to have been violated. So, we believe that spreading correct and

warm knowledge to high school student who will take on the future society will change the

society in the future. Also, we would like each of you to support LGBTQ friends who are

around you if they are suffering from their sexual identities. Please encourage them that they

are amazing and please do not give up supporting them even if they are closing their heart.
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+SOGT

Sexual Orientation &
Gender Identity

H44 Ayumi Otsuiji
Sakura Naka
H45 Shota Kuwabara
Lesbian,Gay, Bisexual, Transgender Yuichi Sakemi

Background Research

/ I - i \ / \ A same-sex

ﬂ)‘_ ----- Identity , .
partners’ marriage
;- Attraction
>
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, "(;3'“’ -------- Sex same to left-handed
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Research Question

1. What kind of environment is comfortable for LGBT students? How can we support LGBT students in
Kansai Soka?

How can we raise Gakuen students’ awareness about LGBT students rights?

3. Arethere any systems that we can apply to our situation?

N

Methodology

e To raise awareness e To gain new opinions
e To know the current situation To understand our school

e To find lacking points system
e To find ways to take actions

Bl Yes - No Interview with 2 teacher,

school nurse, and
o o
Lack of counselor [\ |
| 88.4% | - 80.6% | 75. 2% 82. 9% SOGI’s

1.Haveyouever 2.Doyouknow 3.Haveyouever 4.Doyou know Way Of Rapidly Changing
heard the word each meaning  heardtheword  all people are thlnklng! changing the flow of
‘LGBT'? of L,G,B,and T? ‘SOGI'? belonging to the school society by
?
. regulations spreading
knowledge
Proposal
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Original Character — ( N\
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NUCLEAR ABOLITION

Learning Cluster 2018
High School Peace Proposal

Nuclear Abolition: A Humanitarian Perspective
Nuclear Abolition Group

44th Class: Emi Kuroda, Akemi Terukina
45th Class: Rei Hagihara, Marine Uemura, Sakiko Ochiai

Background Research

Nuclear weapons are weapons of mass destruction (WMD). They have the
tremendous power to kill masses of civilian lives indiscriminately. The fact that nuclear
weapons took the lives of more than 140,000 people in Hiroshima and 70,000 people in
Nagasaki is well-known. Nuclear weapons also have long-term effects on the human body
and the environment. Atomic-bomb survivors, even now, suffer from leukemia and cancer,
and some islands are still severely polluted and have become uninhabitable due to nuclear

testing.

Only one nuclear weapon can cause devastating effects, but numerous nuclear
weapons (NWs) are possessed by nine countries. Russia and the US possess most nuclear
weapons, and in total, 15,000 nuclear warheads exist on the planet (Figurel). The
governments possessing nuclear weapons tend to have the mindset of self-preservation,
wishing to protect their own country from outside attack. They also concern themselves with

the potential profit that can be earned through the sale of their NWs.
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Various NGOs are working to change this situation through international cooperation.

In particular, they promote nuclear abolition by arguing the impact of nuclear weapons on

people’s health, societies, and the environment. Before, these impacts were not at the center

of discussions regarding nuclear weapons. However, thanks to the International Campaign to

Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) and other NGOs, countries have started coming together

to discuss the humanitarian impacts of nuclear weapons. This phenomenon is being called the

Humanttarian Initiative.

2018 Estimated Global Nuclear Warhead Inventories

The world’s nuclear-armed states possess a combined total of roughly 15,000 nuclear warheads; more than 90 percent belong to
Russia and the United States. Approximately 9,600 warheads are in military service, with the rest awaiting dismantlement.

10000
9000
2000
7000 6,850 6550
CLULES 2,500
5000 H
4000

3000 350
2000

Mew START ceiling (February 2018) agreed to by Russia and the United States.

w00 % o
o 24

Russia USA

(300 280 215 145 135 80 15
France China UK Pakistan India Israel DPRK

Sources: Hans M. Kristensen and Robert S. Norris; U.S. Department of State;
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute. Updated June 20, 2018.

Figure 1 (Arms Control, 2018)

Research Questions

We believe that no one’s human rights should be violated and nuclear abolition must

be achieved as soon as possible. In reviewing the literature, we realized that we didn't quite

understand why numerous states continued supporting the creation and possession of nuclear

o
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Retired:

warheads no longer in the
stockpile but remain intact as
they await dismantlement

Stockpiled:

warheads assigned for potential
use on military delivery
vehicles; includes active and
inactive warheads.

Strategic Deployed:
warheads on ballistic missiles

“ and at U.S. bomber bases.

Numbers based on New START
counting rule which counts
operationally deployed ballistic
missile warheads and heavy
bombers.
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weapons. To successfully promote nuclear abolition, we thought that we should first
understand their perspective and then hopefully use this information to persuade nuclear

weapons states.

Thus, our first research question is “Why do nuclear weapons states continue to
possess nuclear weapons?” We have two reasons for asking this question. First, we wanted to
understand the reasoning behind why nuclear weapons should exist. The other reason is to
strengthen our opinion for advocating nuclear abolition. We felt that without understanding
why nuclear weapons still exist, our opinions to promote nuclear abolition may sound weak
or one-sided. Our second research question is “Considering the answer from RQ1, how can
nuclear abolition can be promoted from a humanitarian perspective?” From our literature
review, we understood that a humanitarian perspective is important to promote nuclear
abolition. However, the approach of supporting nuclear abolition from a humanitarian
perspective was unclear. We wanted to draw a clear connection between the argument of

nuclear weapon supporters and nuclear abolition supporters.
Methodology

In order to answer our research questions, we conducted email interviews to Ms.
Masako Toki, Education Project Manager and Research Associate at Middlebury Institute of

International Studies at Monterey, and Akira Kawasaki, the Executive Committee of Peace

o
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Boat, a global NGOs that promotes nuclear abolition. We also researched with books and

articles regarding nuclear weapons construction, use and related treaties.

Results
RQ1: “Why do nuclear weapons states continue to possess nuclear weapons?”

In order to answer RQ1, we researched the 9 countries that possess nuclear weapons.
Through our research, we found that nuclear weapons are possessed for mostly defensive
purposes. They are being used as a means of protecting their own country. Also, possessing

nuclear weapons is one way to show the extent of a country’s military power.

The United States and Russia use nuclear weapons to avoid military conflict. If one
country launches nuclear weapons towards the other country, that country has the ability to
launch back. In this situation, both countries that launch missiles at the same time and
retaliate will suffer from severe damage by nuclear weapons. In order to avoid this situation,
both countries keep threatening each other not to launch their nuclear weapons. This is
concept is known as “Mutual Assured Destruction” (MAD) and is widely known as the

doctrine that supports the possession of nuclear weapons (Ikegami, 2018).

China use nuclear weapons to display their power to the world. They try to be the

strongest country after the US and Russia.

The United Kingdom and France use nuclear weapons to prepare for possible
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assaults from other countries. After the cold war, there was an opinion to question the
necessity to keep possessing nuclear weapons in both the UK and France. However, they both
decided to keep them for the reasons that nuclear weapons are the most reliable weapons to
protect their countries, yielding the ability to deter outside attacks (Hisako, 2011; Suzuki,

2012).

North Korea uses nuclear weapons as bargaining chips in international negotiation.
They have gained political and financial advantages by promising they will stop nuclear

development or dismantle nuclear weapons (Council on Foreign Relations, 2018).

Pakistan, India, and Israel use nuclear weapons to fight against their adversaries.
When each these countries started possessing nuclear weapons, hostile relationships sparked
the race to obtain more nuclear weapons in order to balance the military powers. Pakistan
embarked on nuclear development after India started (NTI, 2016), and Israel acquired nuclear

weapons to have dominant power in Middle East (Sunohara, 2010).

RQ2: “Considering the answer from RQ1, how can nuclear abolition can be promoted

from a humanitarian perspective?”

In order to answer RQ2, we first researched ICAN’s activities. ICAN is the one of
the largest organization working towards nuclear abolition. They have made efforts towards

the creation of a treaty banning nuclear weapons as a practical step to realize nuclear

o
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abolition. In order to actualize the prohibition of nuclear weapons, ICAN stresses the need to
emphasize the humanitarian risks of NWs by sharing the stories of hibakusha and the
survivors of nuclear testing and use. First, they ask various Hibakusha, or atomic-bomb
survivors, to share their experiences with the world. The messages and experiences of
Hibakusha are shared on ICAN’s website. Second, they spread awareness with short, creative
videos shared on social media and encourage people, especially youth, to urge their
governments to join the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). Third, they
ask support from experts to be involved in the movement towards nuclear abolition. In
addition, there are many other activities done by ICAN such as signature collecting
campaigns. As mentioned in the methodology section, we contacted Mr. Kawasaki, and he
sent us his book, ‘“Nuclear Weapons Can Be Abolished.” In the book, he emphasized that
listening to Hibakusha (atomic bomb survivors) experiences is the best way to know the
intrinsic importance of being human. Hibakusha continue to focus on exposing the
inhumanity of nuclear weapons. We also asked Ms. Masako Toki how we can promote
nuclear abolition, and what actions ICAN and other NGOs are taking to address nuclear
deterrence advocates. First, she acknowledged the difficulty of refuting opinions that support
nuclear deterrence, but she said that one can mention the lack of guarantee of the
effectiveness of nuclear deterrence. Second, she mentioned that at this point, nuclear abolition

supporters and the opposition are not listening to each other’s opinions. ICAN is taking a
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strong stance to promote nuclear abolition and have no intentions of compromising their
position. In order to find reconciliation between both sides, we need to find a common
ground and bring the two sides closer. Lastly, Ms. Toki described the importance of educating
the younger generation. Since it is difficult to change people’s ideas, especially those who
already have firm beliefs, the youth of younger generations must understand the necessity of

nuclear abolition for the future.
Discussion

The results of our efforts suggest that (D supporters of nuclear weapons emphasize
the advantages of possessing nuclear weapons, which are only for their own countries. @On
the other hand, those who support nuclear abolition emphasize the disadvantages of using
nuclear weapons. They urge that nuclear deterrence does not prevent nuclear war, and that
non-state actors, such as terrorist groups, may use nuclear weapons, in addition, nuclear

weapons can launch or explode accidentally.

Based on the discussion, we concluded there are two keys to promote nuclear
abolition. In order to persuade those who are against nuclear abolition, we need to emphasize
(D the weakness of nuclear deterrence, explaining that nuclear abolition is safer and more
advantageous for humanity. & Continue emphasizing the dangers of using nuclear weapons,

as well as the numerous catastrophic effects on human beings and the environment.

o
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Proposals

Based on our research, we have made two proposals this year for Kansai Soka Highs
School. The first proposal is to share the two opinions that promote nuclear abolition,
mentioned in the discussion section. According to the research done by our seniors, students
at our school feel that nuclear weapons should be abolished, but they do not have clear
reasons why. In order to help them better understand and become able to promote nuclear
abolition more effectively, we think they need to recognize danger of nuclear deterrence and
danger of using nuclear weapons. To achieve this, we will insert Japanese subtitles on videos
that were created for promotion by ICAN. We originally wanted to create a video by
ourselves, but we found that ICAN had already made several creative and attractive videos.
Thus, we decided to translate one of these videos into Japanese (see appendix). This video
includes the weakness of nuclear deterrence and the danger of nuclear attacks. Using videos
made by ICAN, we want to provide clear reasons to Kansai Soka High School students

regarding why nuclear abolition is important.

Second, we suggest handing over our research to future classes to advance Kansai
Soka’s research on nuclear abolition. Since Kansai Soka students will continuously research
the topic of nuclear abolition, we felt that organizing what we learned, as well as
documenting our struggles would be beneficial for future generations. Therefore, we

compiled all our findings related to nuclear abolition on Google Slides, with the title, “The
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Road to a New Clear World without Nuclear Weapons.” This file includes basic information
on nuclear weapons, the treaties and frameworks for nuclear abolition, and the current
political situation of nuclear weapons states, as well some advice from current LC members.

We hope this file will help future Kansai Soka students’ research on nuclear abolition.
Personal Reflections
Emi Kuroda

Through this one year of researching about nuclear abolition and having many
discussions as well as lecture sessions with various academics and professionals, I was able
to establish a firm foundation for the conviction that nuclear abolition must be achieved and |

also learned the importance of Soka philosophy.

I chose to research this topic since I wanted to understand why Soka school founder,
Dr. Daisaku Ikeda, has been putting so much time and effort to promote nuclear abolition. In
addition, I wanted to gain more knowledge about nuclear abolition because my knowledge
was limited, even though I supported this way of thinking. Though, I knew little about
nuclear abolition, I actually was very optimistic about supporting the idea. However, the
more I researched current political situations and nuclear deterrence, the less I was confident

to say out loud that nuclear abolition can be achieved or must be achieved.

What gave me a great hope and courage were those who I met during the overseas

o
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fieldwork, especially Ambassador Chowdhury and Dr. David Krieger. What impressed me the
most was their passion. I could clearly see their confidence and firm conviction coming from
their eyes, attitude, and each word they said. Ambassador Chowdhury encouraged us by
saying, “There will be people always having a different opinion. But we will continue to
explain our thinking, telling what benefit we can get from nuclear abolition...” Dr. Krieger,
who has been a leader in many global movements to abolish nuclear weapons, taught us
nuclear deterrence only provides psychological barrier not physical barrier. His idea of
deterrence made perfect sense, and [ was able to understand what exactly was wrong with this

way of thinking.

I realized that prior to the fieldwork, I was disheartened because I did not completely
understand the idea of nuclear abolition. I was able to realize that many people are working
very hard to make their ideal into a reality, which may seem difficult, but we must not be
discouraged. I am now more determined and much more confident to continue promoting

nuclear abolition.
Akemi Terukina

I have been interested in nuclear abolition and researched on it since last year, but it
was the first time that I was able to compare the opinions from two sides: nuclear abolition

supporters and nuclear deterrence supporters. I learned that nuclear deterrence theory comes
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from mistrust to the foreign countries. At the same time, however, the theory do trust that
other countries would never conduct nuclear attack if one possess nuclear weapons. This
contradiction was new for me, and helped me to grasp the idea that nuclear deterrence does
not work. After graduating from Kansai Soka High School, I believe that I will have more
occasions to encounter with people who do not support nuclear abolition. In order to be able
to promote nuclear abolition to them, I will keep learning and deepening my thoughts on

nuclear abolition.
Rei Hagihara

Before researching about nuclear abolition, I was not even sure if nuclear abolition
was necessary or possible. I was optimistic about nuclear weapons being used, and I thought
it had nothing to do with me, but now I have firm belief that nuclear abolition is imperative
and possible. I learned through the discussion with Dr. David Krieger that the power of
nuclear deterrence is just a psychological barrier, and this barrier is nothing against madness,
malice and error. I think Donald Trump is an good example of madness. I know that it will
take generations to achieve nuclear abolition, but it is possible if we argue the weakness of
nuclear deterrence theory. I have learned how we can promote nuclear abolition through this
year, so from now on | want to make some kind of movement myself or participate in one,

and I will of course keep on learning.
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Sakiko Ochiai

At first, I had thought that nuclear weapons should be abolished, but actually I did
not know so much about nuclear issues. Through this year’s Learning Cluster class, I could
do a lot of research on nuclear weapons, especially how they connect to the relationships of
some countries. During my research, I wondered if nuclear weapons are a necessary evil
because I knew the nuclear deterrence theory. Also, I thought whether world can carry on
without having nuclear weapons. Further researching books and articles, I learned that
deterrence theory is not safe at all. Through our research, it is the most important to have
hope and be certain that we can abolish nuclear weapons. By making use of our research, |
will take actions to abolish nuclear weapons, to be more familiar with nuclear issues, and to

give hope to everyone.
Marine Uemura

As a granddaughter of an atomic bomb survivor, and learning our school’s founder
Dr. Daisaku Ikeda’s philosophy, I have had a firm belief that nuclear weapons must be
abolished, and always felt the responsibility to contribute to solve this issue. Yet, I did not
have enough knowledge why nuclear weapons states continue to possess such weapons and

why people believe that they are necessary.

Through researching and discussing, I once felt nuclear abolition may be impossible.
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The more I knew the reality and how complicated the situation was, the more I felt powerless
and hopeless though I was convinced that nuclear weapons were absolute evil. However, by
understanding the weakness of nuclear deterrence theory and seeing what ICAN and other
NGOs have done over the years to create a world without nuclear weapons, my feeling
towards hope has been revived. I strongly felt we can achieve nuclear abolition, if we
continuously make effort, step by step, to raise our voice such as joining champaign done by
NGOs which support nuclear abolition, or telling people around us why we need to eliminate
nuclear weapons immediately. I will continue to study about nuclear weapons with passion,
spread what I have learned from researching and from my grandmother’s story, and become a

person who can actually take actions to support nuclear abolition with great hope.
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NUCLEAR ABOLITION

Transcript of Nuclear Abolition: A Humanitarian Perspective

Slide 1.

Slide 2.

Slide 3.

Slide 4.

Slide 5.

Slide 6.

Greetings
Outline
Literature Review

Nuclear weapons are weapons of mass destruction (WMD). They have
tremendous power to kill masses of civilian lives indiscriminately. It is a well-
known fact that nuclear weapons took the lives of more than 140,000 people in
Hiroshima and 70,000 people in Nagasaki. Nuclear weapons also have long-term
effects on the human body and the environment. Atomic-bomb survivors, even
now, suffer from leukemia and cancer, and some islands are still severely polluted

due to nuclear testing and people cannot live there.

Only one nuclear weapon can cause devastating effects, but numerous nuclear
weapons are possessed by 9 countries. This graph shows the number of nuclear
warheads. As you can see, Russia and the US possess most NWS, and in total,
15,000 nuclear warheads exist on the planet. Governments of these nuclear
weapons states tend to have the mindset of self-preservation, wishing to protect
their own country from outside attack. They also concern themselves with the

potential profit that can be earned through the sale of their NWS.

Various NGOs are working to change this situation through international
cooperation. In particular, they promote nuclear abolition by arguing the impact
of nuclear weapons on people’s health, societies, and the environment. Before,

these impacts were not at the center of discussions regarding nuclear weapons.

o
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Slide 7.

Slide 8.

Slide 9.

Slide 10.

However, thanks to ICAN and other NGOs, countries began coming together to
discuss the humanitarian impacts of nuclear weapons. This phenomenon is being

called the Humanitarian Initiative.

Research Questions. We believe that no one’s human rights should be violated
and nuclear abolition must be achieved as soon as possible. In reviewing the
literature, we realized that we didn't quite understand why numerous states
continued supporting the creation and possession of nuclear weapons. To
successfully promote nuclear abolition, we thought that we should first
understand their perspective and then hopefully use this information to persuade

NWS states.

(RQ1) Thus, our first research question is “Why do nuclear weapons states
continue to possess nuclear weapons?” We have two reasons for asking this
question. First, we wanted to understand why some people argue that nuclear
weapons should exist. The other reason is to strengthen our opinion for
advocating nuclear abolition. We felt that without understanding why nuclear
weapons still exist, our opinions to promote nuclear abolition may sound weak or

one-sided.

(RQ2) Our second research question is “Considering the answer from RQ1, how
can nuclear abolition can be promoted from a humanitarian perspective?” From
our literature review, we understood that a humanitarian perspective is important
to promote nuclear abolition. However, the approach of supporting nuclear

abolition from a humanitarian perspective was unclear. We wanted to draw a
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Slide 11.

Slide 12.

Slide 13.

Slide 14.

Slide 15.

Slide 16.

Slide 17.

Slide 18.

clear connection between the argument of nuclear weapon supporters and nuclear

abolition supporters.
Methodology

In order to answer our research questions, we conducted email interviews and

researched books and articles.
Results
RQ1: “Why do nuclear weapons states continue to possess nuclear weapons?”

In order to answer RQ1, we researched the 9 countries that possess nuclear

weapons.

RQ1: Through our research, we found that nuclear weapons are possessed for
mostly defensive purposes. They are being used as a means of protecting their
own country. Also, possessing nuclear weapons is one way to show the extent of

a country’s military power.

RQ2: “Considering the answer from RQI1, how can nuclear abolition can be

promoted from a humanitarian perspective?”

In order to answer RQ2, we first researched ICAN’s activities. ICAN is the one of
the largest organization working towards nuclear abolition. They have made
efforts towards the creation of a treaty banning nuclear weapons as a practical
step to realize nuclear abolition. In order to actualize the prohibition of nuclear
weapons, [CAN stresses the need to emphasize the humanitarian risks of NWS by

sharing the stories of hibakusha and the survivors of nuclear testing and use. First,
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Slide 19.

Slide 20.

they ask various Hibakusha, or atomic-bomb survivors, to share their experiences
with the world. The messages and experiences of Hibakusha are shared on
ICAN’s website. Second, they spread awareness with short creative videos shared
on social media and encourage people, especially youth, to urge their
governments to join the TPNW, treaty on the prohibition of nuclear weapons.
Third, they ask support from experts to be involved in the momentus toward
nuclear abolition. In addition, there are many other activities such as signature

collecting and Yes I CAN campaign, done by ICAN.

Reply from Mr. Kawasaki. As we mentioned in the methodology part, we
conducted email interviews. We contacted Mr. Kawasaki, an executive committee
member of Peace Boat, a global NGOs that promotes nuclear abolition, and he
sent us his book called “Nuclear Weapons Can Be Abolished.” In the book, he
emphasizes that listening to Hibakusha’s experiences is the best way to know the
intrinsic importance for human beings. They continued to focus on showing the
reality of the inhumanity of nuclear weapons by having Hibakusha share their

stories with the world.

We also asked Ms. Masako Toki, who researches and promotes nuclear
disarmament education, how we can promote nuclear abolition, and how ICAN
and other NGOs are promoting it towards nuclear deterrence advocates. First, she
answered that it is difficult to refute the opinion to support the safety of nuclear
deterrence, but we can say that there is no guarantee that nuclear deterrence will
work. Second, she mentioned that at this point, nuclear abolition supporters and
the opposition are not listening to each other’s opinions. I[CAN is taking a strong

stance to promote nuclear abolition and have no intention to compromise. In
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Slide 21.

Slide 22.

Slide 23.

Slide 24.

order to find reconciliation we need to find a common ground and bring two sides
closer. Lastly, Ms. Toki described the importance of educating the younger
generation. Since it is difficult to change people’s ideas, especially those who
already have firm beliefs,, we need the youth to understand the necessity of

nuclear abolition for the future.

Advice from Dr. Krieger. David Krieger is a founder of the Nuclear Age Peace
Foundation. For more than three decades, he has been a leader in the global

movement to abolish nuclear weapons and build a more peaceful world.
Advice from Dr. Krieger

e He has a firm belief that nuclear deterrence is absolutely bad.

e Deterrence is a psychological barrier, and it is not a physical barrier.

e Deterrence cannot even provide 1% protection. And over time, deterrence will
fail if you rely upon deterrence.

e How to use arguments of nuclear deterrence supporters when promoting

nuclear abolition?
Discussion

The results of our efforts suggest that (1)some people who support possession of
nuclear weapons emphasize advantages of having nuclear weapons, and those
advantages are for their own countries. (2)On the other hand, those who support
nuclear abolition emphasize the disadvantages of using nuclear weapons. They
urge that nuclear deterrence does not prevent nuclear war; there can be terrorists

who may use nuclear weapons, it is unsure that leaders of nuclear weapons states

o
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Slide 25.

Slide 26.

Slide 27.

Slide 28.

will use nuclear weapons, also, nuclear weapons can launch or explode

accidentally.

Based on the discussion, we concluded there are two keys to promote nuclear
abolition. In order to persuade those who are against nuclear abolition, we need to
emphasize (1) the weakness of nuclear deterrence, explaining that nuclear
abolition is safer and more advantageous for humanity. (2) Continue stressing the
dangers of using nuclear weapons and the numerous catastrophic effects on

human beings and the environment
Proposal

Based on our research, we made two proposals for Kansai Soka Highs School.
First proposal is to share the two points to promote nuclear abolition that we
showed in discussion part. According to the research done by our seniors,
students at our school feel that nuclear weapons should be abolished, but they do
not have clear reasons why. In order to help them better understand and become
able to promote nuclear abolition more effectively, we think they need to

recognize danger of nuclear deterrence and danger of using nuclear weapons.

Moving forward, our first plan of action is to put Japanese subtitles on videos that
were created for promotion by ICAN. We originally wanted to create a video to
emphasize two points we showed to promote nuclear abolition by ourselves, but
we found ICAN already made creative and attractive videos. That is why we
decided to translate one of these videos into Japanese. Please watch. (Play video)

This video includes the weakness of nuclear deterrence and the danger of nuclear
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Slide 29.

Slide 30.

weapons. Using videos made by ICAN, we want to provide clear reasons to

Kansai Soka High School students regarding why nuclear abolition is important.

Second, we made a Google document full of information about nuclear weapons
for our future juniors. We named it “The Road to a New Clear World without
nuclear weapons.” This file includes basic information on nuclear weapons, the
treaties and frameworks for nuclear abolition, and the current political situation of
nuclear weapons states. We hope this file will help future Kansai Soka’s research

on nuclear abolition.

Nuclear weapons are the weapons that cause catastrophic damage on humanity,
and we believe they should be abolished. In our research, we learned the reasons
to support the possession of nuclear weapons and how NGOs are approaching to
these opinions. And we concluded that two points are crucial to promote nuclear
abolition: the danger of nuclear deterrence and the danger of the use of nuclear
weapons. And now, it’s time to take action! From now on, we are going to put

our findings mto practice with the hope to abolish nuclear weapons.
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REFUGEES IN JAPAN

Learning Cluster 2018
High School Peace Proposal

Understanding Refugees in Japan
Refugees Group

44th Class: Atsushi Saito, Hiromi Hashide
45th Class: Kazuyo Mizuta, Yuichi Matsuna

Background

According to UNHCR, “an unprecedented 68.5 million people around the world have
been forced to escape from their home. There are also an estimated 10 million stateless
people who have been denied a nationality and their basic human rights are violated such as
the right to education, healthcare, employment and freedom of movement.” Japan accepts
only 0.1% of application to be refugees in Japan. People who are recognized as refugees can
work and live wherever they want. However, if they are not recognized as refugees, they will
have to go to detention center as illegal immigrants. In detention center, they are treated as
illegal immigrants. For example, they have to be in one room almost all day, they cannot use
any electronic devices so they cannot contact with anyone including their families and friends,
they cannot get adequate treatment when they get sick, they have to buy daily necessities by
themselves but they have no way to earn money, and the staffs who work in the detention
center always tell them to go back to their home country. Refugees who are in detention

center can be released temporary if they can clear some standard such as evidences, a
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guarantor, and security money. Even after released their life are still strict. For instance, they
cannot work, go out to other prefectures, and have their cell phone. In addition, they can have
sped 1500 yen (13 dollar) per day, but they have to get food or house by themselves and have
to go to detention center once on each day. If they break these rules, they have to return to
detention center. The factors of current situation are low awareness of Japanese people and
opposing opinion for accepting more refugees. Japan is the island country and Japan had
policies which limit the coming foreign people known as national isolation in Edo period.
Because of that historical background, Japanese have less opportunity to communicate with
foreign people. As a result, many Japanese end up with having negative image of foreigners
and have low awareness of supporting refugees. Even in the Diet, refugee issues are seldom
discussed. Thus, systems for refugees cannot be changed. To overcome this situation, we

made two research questions.

Research Questions

RQ1: What movement can we start to raise people’s awareness of refugees in Japan?
RQ2: What is the opposing opinion about accepting more refugees?

In 2nd semester, we took questionnaire from high school students to know how they
think about refugees and spread the information about refugees. The third question was

“which is the real sitvation for the people who are not granted refugees status?” The 1st
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choice is “office staffs always tell them that they should go back to their home country.” The
2nd choice is “they are not permitted to go out from detention centers, they has to be in one
room almost all day”, the 3rd choice is “they have to buy daily necessities but they have no
way to earn money.” The 4th choice is “they cannot adequate treatment when they get sick.”
The 5h choice is “they cannot contact with anyone including families and friends.” There is
no wrong answer in this question, and only 33 percent of students chose all the choices
correctly. The 4th question was "What do you think is the negative influence on Japan when
government grants refugee status to more foreigners?" Many students answered that there
are risk that terrorists hide among refugees and refugees commit crimes. One of us visited
RAFIQ and had an interview with a refugee who is temporarily released from detention
center. RAFIQ is a NPO group which supports refugees in Japan. He said “I am a refugee, so
I have right of living safely in Japan and I cannot understand why I was treated like a

criminal and live with actual criminals."
Our answer to Research Question 1

According to the question 3, we got to know that less than half students know the real
situation of refugees. Thus, we felt the needs to spread information about refugees to students.
Moreover, according to the refugee we interviewed, refugees cannot advocate their situation
because their home countries will be able to find and arrest them if they raise their voices to

argue their situation. Therefore, we are the one who can spread the information of refugee in
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Japan. We researched on how other countries raise people's awareness of refugees, and we
introduce the action in America as an example. Lutheran immigration and refugee service is a
non-government organization in America. This organization coordinates opportunities for
volunteers to write letters for refugees in detention center. Sending letters not only

encourages refugees in detention center but also raise volunteers’ awareness of refugees.
Our answer to Research Question 2

According to the question 4 in our survey, a lot of students are worried that terrorists
may come to Japan as refugees and commit some crimes in Japan. However, we have two
kinds of evidence against this statement. First, according to the institute of labor economics,
refugees do not have significant impact on local crime rates. Thus, accepting more refugees
and raising crime rats are no relationship. Second, if terrorists want to come to Japan, they
can use other ways to enter Japan such as sightseeing visas. It is clear that terrorists do not

come to Japan by using refugee’ screening system.
Simulation activity and Letter Sending Campaign

Through our research, we became eager to rebuttal opposing opinion for accepting
more refugees and to raise people’s awareness. For that purpose, we decided to hold
workshops with refugee simulation activity and letter sending campaign. In this workshop,

our presentation slides showed a series of situations about refugees. In the simulation activity,

o
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participants considered how to deal with difficult situation as refugees and they imagined
how refugees suffer in the situation. For example, we participants listed up 10 items to bring
but they had to choose some of them to part with. Subsequently, they faced the situation that
they cannot be recognised as refugees at the country they arrived. At that time, we asked them
“if you were refugees, how you would feel when you were not be able to get permission to
become refugees even though you reached the country desperately.” After this simulation
activity, students shared their feeling and discussed what they can do for refugees. One
student said that “I wanted to be recognized as refugees.” Another student said “I want my
human rights to be protected by the government.” In addition, we got to know that many
students have the idea that learning and sharing is one of the most important actions to
change this situation. After this workshop, all of participants write letters to encourage
refugees. There were some messages that “The blight future will come!” and “I want a day
that strict situation of refugees is improved come as soon as possible.” These letters is going

to be sent refugees released temporarily via RAFIQ.
Action in the future

As shown above, we held a workshop to spread the information about refugee’s real
situation to our students. Through the workshop, many students were able to know how hard
refugees’ life is and they empathised with refugees in Japan. Therefore, many students

thought that they would take some action for refugees and decided to join letter sending
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campaign. After writing a letter, a student said that “I had some chance to learn global issues
in this school, but I was not be able to contribute to these issues directly. This campaign

"3

became a valuable opportunity for me!” In order to increase the number of such students, we

are determined to continue workshops and letter sending campaign in the future.
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Recognition rate is 0.1%

Accepted mmmm) Support from the government

Rejected mmmmmm Detention center | 1- LOWawareness

[ Detention center } [ Temporary released ]

g illegal immigrants.  [IJfH!

BT They are treated as |[JEl

life is still strict.

-They have to be in one
room almost all day
-They cannot get
adequate treatment
when they get sick

-The office staffs always
tell them that get out
and go back to their
country

-They cannot work

yen (13 dollar) per day
but they have to get
food or house by
themself

-They cannot go out
other prefecture

-They can use only 1500

Atsushi Saito Hiromi Hashide
Yuichi Matsuna Kazuyo Mizuta

The factors of current situation

2. Opposing opinion

Even they are released, | Research question

1.  What movement can we start to
raise people’s awareness of
refugees in Japan?

2. What is the opposing opinions
about accepting more refugees?

Methodology
e  Survey for 321 high school students
e Interview the refugee

Research question 1
Which is the real situation for the people
who are not granted refugee status?

The number of

correct answer 33%
The number of 67%
incorrect answer

| Interview refugee |

| cannot advocate my situation
because if | make argument, my home
country will be able to arrest me.

We should spread information
about the real situation!!

Research question 2

155 students are worried about crimes.
223 students are worried about terrorists. &

However

NO relationship between refugee and crime
By Institute of Labor Economics in 2018

Refuge_e_ Crime rate
recognition rate

NO relationship between refugee and terroristes

Other ways...
e Sightseeing Visa

132

Action plan
e Refugee Simulation Activity

HLEBHL A
BRIZofE

£y
If you were a refugee
In your handout, please write

10 items you want to take with your escape.

We hold workshop to spread the real situation of refugees to our

high school students. We introduced the real situation in which

refugees have to throw away their buggege to escape and cannot
be recognised as refugees by the country they reached. Students
shared how they felt and discussed what we can do for refugees.

o |

o Letter Sendlng Campalgn

RAFIQ ﬁ“{é@ i

school Refugees temporary released

The Brint Jurwe | <The letter which
will  come a student write.

Afisa KAk o 703

After that workshop, all of participants write letters to
encourage refugees. The letters is going to be sent
refugees released temporarily via RAFIQ that is NPO
group and act to protect refugees in Japan.
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https://www.unicef.or.jp/sp/special/17sum/
http://palestine-forum.org/water/
https://israel-keizai.org/news/expomin-2018/
https://www.google.co.jp/amp/s/jp.globalvoices.org/2016/09/21/42738/amp/
https://www.jst.go.jp/crds/pdf/2010/OR/CRDS-FY2010-OR-03.pdf
https://wirelesswire.jp/2018/03/64345/
https://r.nikkei.com/article/DGKKZ019957220U7A810C1EAF000
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Summary

Currently 844 million people are living without access to safe water, and a child dies from
water related disease every 2 minutes. This paper is going to talk about how Israel, which has
well developed aquatic technologies, can contribute to resolution of water issues around the
world. Israel is considered to be a role model that helps to solve water issues in the world since
its technology and economy are well developed and is doing well diplomatically. Despite its
geographic disadvantages, Israel has been developing aquatic technology with various excellent
experts. Israel's technology with high quality and low cost is now successfully exported to more
than 150 countries including the US, Africa, and China. As a conclusion, since one country’s
issues can influence many other countries, global cooperation is becoming more crucial. Israel

is expected to contribute to diverse aspects of water issues around the globe.

o
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Center for Climate Adaptation, (n.d.) “Fresh Water Resources- Czech Republic”. Retrieved from
https://www.climatechangepost.com/czech-republic/fresh-water-resources/
https://www.mzp.cz/C125750E003B698B/en/state_of the environment reports documents/SFILE/SOPS
ZP Report CZ Environment 2015-20170314.pdf
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Summary

These days, decreasing water resources is becoming a serious problem in Czech Republic.
In this paper, I will discuss Czech’s geography, water distribution, cause and effects of the
drought, and a proposal for better countermeasure toward the drought. Czech Republic is
located in the center of Europe, and has several rivers. The energy sector carries out highest
abstraction of water among four major sectors: agriculture, energy, industry, and water supply
for public use. Since 2015, extreme weather has caused drought, and various damages on water
sources are reported. The government of Czech Republic implemented two countermeasures:
regulation on water consumption by citizens and expansion of water storage. However, there’s
no regulation on energy sector which consume the most water. For better preparation, Czech’s

government should monitor water consumption by energy sector.
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Summary

These days, the world is facing various issues related to water. In particular, the Korean
people pursue clean water, and it has led catastrophic results for the environment. It is crucial
to consider impacts of our activities on future generations when solving Korea’s water problems.
One of the issue which Korea has to tackle with is an increase of plastic garbage because more
and more Korean people use bottled water and Water Servers. Tap water in Korea is
contaminated, and prevailing water filters do not have adequate functions to remove all harmful
materials from the water. Thus, the Koreans avoid drinking tap water; they purchase safe water
bottled in plastic containers. In order to decrease plastic garbage, improving water filter is an
effective solution. Researchers should examine what kinds of defects a water filter has, and it
is necessary to invent a new one that bring clean water for the Koreans. As shown above, for
the purpose of realizing both protection of the Earth and current access to water, water filter

must be developed to reduce plastic garbage.
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Summary

Now, in many regions around the world, the water issue has been more and more serious.
In this essay, I would like to discuss the water issue in South Africa. The biggest water issue in
South Africa is the lack of water resource due to climate change. In South Africa, Cape Town,
a capital city, the worst drought on record has been taking place. This is because the amount of
water in dams has been decreasing. Although the Cape Town City government has been
restricting its citizens from using water, only the half of them has obeyed it. To solve this
problem, some organizations has been attempting some projects. I would like to introduce two
projects of them. The first one is “The environmentally friendly water circulation project” done
by New Energy and Industrial Technology Development Organization Japan (NEDO). The
project uses a system which turns seawater into fresh water to dilute with extra water of water

treatment. It enables us to reduce 30% of power consumption or more than other conventional

systems does. The second one is “the non-revenue water training capacity enhancement project™.

It enables us to enhance a management ability to conduct training continuously. In South Africa,
the most important problem is to get water resource. Therefore, organizations should help each

other with wisdom and skill.
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Summary
We can use only 0.01% of water on the Earth. In addition to that, the world population has been
increasing, and it has been said that there will be 10 billion people in 2050. Furthermore, 1.8 million children
die out because of unsanitary water every year. In this paper, [ will discuss how Canada can have access to
safe and inexpensive drinking water. First, Canada can support developing countries financially. With this
support, the developing countries can reduce time to get water by women and children by making water
wells with financial support given by Canada. Second, Canada can develop water and sewerage for
developing countries. It enables the developing countries to have access to safe water. It is true that the
countries lack management skills. However, we can solve it by using Manila Water Company’s individual
connection method. In conclusion, I think Canada can support developing countries with financial support

and water and sewerage development.
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Summary

Ecuador has three drinking water issues; the lack of water infrastructures in the mountains area, bad
water quality, and stopping supplying water because of road constructions. Ecuador needs some supports to
resolve these problems. First, Ecuador needs the support to carry freshwater to the mountains area by water
supplying cars. It is for the solution of the lack of water infrastructures in the mountains area. Second,
Ecuador has to supply water which is softened in water facilities. Its purpose is to make water quality better.
Finally, Ecuador needs to use tanks to save water. This enables people in Ecuador to be able to use water by
although water supplying stops because of road constructions. In conclusion, Ecuador can resolve the
drinking water issues if Ecuador get support to carry freshwater to the mountains area by water supplying

cars, to make soft water, to use tanks to save water.
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