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Overview

[Learning Cluster]

Learning cluster is a special extra-curricular SGH program comprising 16 selected
students from grade 11 and 12. In the course of one year, students learned and researched
about global issues related to development, environment, peace and human rights (DEPH)
in English. The foundation of this program is created upon Founder Dr. Daisaku Ikeda's
Annual Peace Proposal, which called out for global education based on these four fields.

The aim of this program is to provide students with the opportunity to deepen their
understanding about current global issues that humanity faces and to nourish a sense of
responsibility and hope through their research and autonomous learning. Through this
program we hope that students will discover passion in their learning which will be carried
out through their university studies, future career and lifework, which will lead to fostering
the next generation of global leaders who will live contribute lives for the betterment of
humanity.

During first semester (April-July), students began learning about global issues related to
DEPH by reading newspapers and studying the 2015 Peace Proposal through discussions,
presentations, and workshops in English.

Students have also received the following special workshops during their first semester:

® The Role of the United Nations and Conditions in Africa
Ms. Natsuko Imai

Program Assistant for Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability,
United Nations University, Tokyo Japan

® Globalization in Economics
Dr. Edward M. Feasel
Dean of Faculty / Professor of Economics
Soka University of America, CA USA

® Globalization and Glocalization
Dr. Michael Weiner
Assistant Dean of Faculty/ Professor of East Asian History & International Studies
Soka University of America, CA USA

Picture: Workshop with
Dr. Edward M. Feasel




[Domestic Fieldwork, July 21-23, 2015]

In July, students visited Tsukuba and Tokyo for fieldwork to further their understanding
about global issues by receiving lectures from professionals in each of the four fields. The
following are a list of activities which took place during the fieldwork:

® National Environmental Institute: lecture and tour from Mr. Toshinobu Machida, Head
of Center for Global Environmental Research. Shared his research on global warming
and CO2 observations through his CONTRAIL (Comprehensive Observation Network
for TRace gases by AlrLiner) project.

® Tsukuba Space Center (JAXA): Mr. Chu Ishida, Senior Chief Officer of Satellite
Systems Development, gave us a lecture on environmental issues in Asia seen from
Space by data analyzed from satellites such as ALOS-2.

® UN University in Tokyo: Mrs. Natsuko Imai and Mr. Tetsuo Kondo, UNDP Japan
Director, lectured on the topics of human security and Millennium Development Goals.

® Soka University: Dean Mariko Honma gave us a lecture on global economics, and, Mr.
Hisao Yamaguchi, Former Iraq, Norway Ambassador to Japan, gave us a lecture on
politics and peace in Japan.

After the fieldwork, students were divided into four groups based on the four fields of
DEPH and choose the following specific global issue to research throughout the year:
Bullying (Development), Environmental Education (Environment), Nuclear Disarmament
(Peace), Refugees in Europe (Human Rights).

Students were taught the necessary research skills for creating a research paper which
includes hypothesis, literature review, methodology, discussion, etc. (adjusting to high
school capability). In the end, we are hoping to produce a High School Peace Proposal, for
each of the four fields.

A AR YN Y | L -
;-}E- ! v " ) " R
: ‘ ) x‘ ' f . ‘ . ‘ ' ‘ i l L: LC Students infront of UN Univesity
M A g4/, N Aty pMA N M R: Lecture from UNDP Japan Director, Mr. Tetsuo Kondo
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[Overseas Fieldwork, January 31 — February 6, 2016]

Eight students had the opportunity of participating in the overseas fieldwork to
California during February, 2016. The main purpose of this fieldwork was for students to
share their research with oversea experts and gain critique and further information, as well
as learning from experts about their current research. Students who remained in Japan
collected data for the methodology section. The following are a list of activities which took
place during the fieldwork:

® University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA): Each research group shared and gained
critique about their research from UCLA students.

® Simon Wiesenthal Center, Museum of Tolerance: Students learned about the
importance of human rights through the Holocaust museum.

® Soka University of America (SUA): Each research group shared and gained critique
about their research from SUA professors specializing in each of the four fields. After
that each group presented their research to Former United Nations Secretary General,
Ambassador, Anwarul Karim Chowdhury and gained feedback.

® Orange County Waldorf School: Each research group shared and discussed about their
school and research to grade 11 and 12 high school students.

® University of Southern California (USC): Peace group shared their research and gained
feedback from Dr. Varun Soni, USC Dean of Religious Studies. Later students
received a lecture about the importance of dialogue in relation to global issues.
Environment group shared their research and gained feedback from Dr. Mathew Khan,
Professor at UCLA Institute of Environment. Later students received a lecture about
environmental economics.

After the fieldwork, students shared their experience with peers and began finalizing their

final research project (High School Peace Proposal) with the ideas and information
collected.

[High School Peace Proposal])

As the final research project of Kansai Soka High School’s Super Global High School
(SGH) Learning Cluster Program, each group of four students complied their research into
a High School Peace Proposal. This project includes detailed analysis of one global issue
from each group provided with a concrete action for solution based on student’s research,
discussion, presentations and fieldwork throughout the year.

L: Students sharing their
research on Peace to Dr.
Varun Soni.

R: Students sharing their
research on Environment
to Dr. Mathew Khan
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1°* Annual High School Peace Proposal

Learning Cluster
Super Global High School Program
Kansai Soka High School
March 16, 2016

Kansai Soka High School’s Super Global High School (SGH) Learning Cluster
Program is an extra-curricular class comprising 16 selected students from grade 11 and 12. In
the course of one year, students learned and researched about global issues related to peace,
environment, human rights and human development in English. The foundation of this
program is created upon Founder Dr. Daisaku Ikeda's Annual Peace Proposal, which called out
for global education based on these four fields.

The aim of this program was to provide students with the opportunity to deepen their
understanding about current global issues that humanity faces and to nourish a sense of
responsibility and hope through their research and autonomous learning. Through this program
we hope that students will discover passion in their learning which will be carried out through
their university studies, future career and lifework, which will lead to fostering the next
generation of global leaders who will live contribute lives for the betterment of humanity.

As the final research project of Kansai Soka High School’s Super Global High
School (SGH) Learning Cluster Program, each group of four students created a High School
Peace Proposal. This project includes detailed analysis of one global issue from each group
provided with a concrete action for solution based on student’s research, discussion,

presentations and fieldwork throughout the year.

Table of Contents
I.  Peace: Actions for High School Students Towards the Abolition of Nuclear Weapons
II.  Environment: Peace Proposal for Environment Education for the Future
III.  Human Rights: Suggesting Concrete Actions to Provide Basic Human Rights to Syrian
Refugees

IV.  Human Development: Bullying in an Education for Society
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